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No, we a9tt
got n<Q:
computtif
By Josh Turner,
RG Contributing Editor

~

CJ:l en-

-

.-As students who have ~e computer lab will know, the 25 new Dell ml{E
compatible computers have~ be i~
stalled. Although the comput
e been
purchased and delivered, so t
e concerns are preventing their place
tin the
lab.
In response to a query from the RG,
Neal Plotkin noted that the delay is being
caused by problems encountered in trying
to set up the new operating systems and
software loadset on these machines. Because of the large number of people that
will be accessing these public use machines, it is necessary to make sure that
well-meaning users cannot alter the basic
setup of the computers. With the decision
to migrate to a new operating system (Wmdows NT), this is taking longer than anticipated. Additionally, Plotkin explained
that decisions are still being made about
which software applications will be installed on these machines.
The RG has been promised a schedule for the installation of the Dells. However, this was not available at press time.

infra
A dated look at the winter graduation ceremonies.
p. 3
Is William Cook spinning in his
grave?
p. 6
Bruce Manning v.
responsbility

p. 8

Spice Girls v. dignity

p. 9

Larry v. Ronald McDonald

p. 11

Rick v. discretion

p. 12

Students patiently wait for old computers to perform standard junctions.

Six faculty offers extended
By Sanjeev Date,
RG Contributing Editor

Around this time last year, the RG did
a story on the perceived crisis in faculty
hiring created by the departures of Professors Heidi Feldman, Kent Syverud, and
Theodore St. Antoine. This year, whatever crisis there was last year is presumably greater as Professors Jackson and
Pooley have finished their academic careers at Michigan.
In response to the growing concern
over the shrinking Michigan faculty, and
to the need to not just replace retirees, but
increase the size of the permanent faculty
(using much of that $90 million in gifts),
two committees have been at work to find
talented teachers. Members of the lateral
hiring committee (assigned with attracting
members of other law school faculties),
repeatedly failed without any explanation
to so much as respond to RG interview
requests, even if merely to decline such
requests.
In any event, some information has
been made available by Dean Lehman re-

garding offers to laterals. Professors Saul
Levmore and Julie Roin (of UVA) have
been given permanent offers to join the
Michigan faculty. Currently, they are visitors at Northwestern, and will not be responding to our offers until this summer.
Commenting on the chances of acceptance,
Dean Lehman said "I am optimistic. Both
of them loved Ann Arbor and really enjoyed their experience here. However,
they do have tremendous loyalty for Vrrginia, so we'll have to wait and see."
The entry-level committee has just
completed its frrst wave of offers for the
year. The RG has learned that four offers
have been made to entry-level candidates.
A brief summary of their accomplishments
follows:
Mark West is currently on the faculty of the Tokyo University School of
Law and the Graduate School of Law and
Politics. He is a graduate of the Columbia
University School of Law, where he was
notes and comments editor of the Law

See NEW FACULTY, page 3

See pages 4 and 5 for an in-depth look at campus response to the affirmative action lawsuit.
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Twenty Questions With . • •
Professor Douglas Kahn
By Mike Sachs
RG News and Politics Editor

1) Where Were You Born? Spartanburg, South Carolina
2) Where Did You Grow Up? Charlotte, North Carolina (among many other locations)
3) Undergraduate Major? Philosophy
4) Favorite Undergraduate Class? Greek Drama. I had a terrific instructor.
5) Favorite Films? The Lady Vanishes, The 39 Steps, All's Quiet On The Western Front
6) Favorite Music? I'm not a serious music listener. But I love theatre (Les Mise rabies,
for example).
7) Favorite Non-Law Books? Don Quixote, The Iliad
8) Favorite Television? Masterpiece Theatre, Mystery
9) Hyou weren't teaching at Michigan, where would you like to teach? Duke
10) H not a professor, what would you like to do? I'd love to be a laywer.
11) Favorite place in Ann Arbor to grab a meal?
ner, then it's ''The Movable Feast."

For lunch, some of the ethnic restaurants close to the school. For a full din

12) Hyou had one month to vacation, where would you go? Either England, because of the theatre, or Italy, simply because I
enjoy it.
13) Memorable Classroom Experiences? The 1968 graduating class was a lot of fun. Usually, I remember groups of students
who were very interested in Tax.
14) What historical event are you proudest to have lived through? World Warn. When I was younger, it seemed enchanting and
exciting. Later, however, McCarthyism had a greater effect on me and had more to do with shaping my views.
15) What sports team would you most like to see win a championship? Michigan, and I've seen it twice!
16) Who is the most famous person you've ever met? Probably Dean Acheson and Harry Truman, both of whom I met briefly at
Covington & Burling. I also met Robert Kennedy while working at the Justice Department in the early 60s. He just sat down and
started talking to me one day.
17) Without mentioning any names, have there ever been students in class who you just wanted to smack across the head?!?
Of course, yes! I'm ashamed of admitting it. I never hit anybody, but one student used to ask so many questions and never
understand anything. One day, he asked a perfectly legitimate question, but I kept throwing questions back at him. I realized that
I overrreacted and apologized to him. But, he never spoke again in class.
18) On July 4tb, will Bill Clinton still be President? If I had to bet, I'd say no. But he might pull it off!
19) On a lazy Saturday afternoon, what would you rather be doing more than anything else? Sports, but there's nothing I'd
rather be doing than teaching.
20) What's your best one-sentence advice to graduating law students? "Try to see the joy that is in the profession of law."
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A Fall Starter Comments on Winter Graduation
By Bruce Manning,
RG Contributing EditDr

Two weeks before finals last semester, the historic Michigan Theatre played
host to Law School "Senior Day," a mysterious pseudo-graduation in which friends,
faculty, staff, and people who thought there
was a special afternoon screening of 'The
Graduate" bid farewell to the summer starters who entered in June 1995. It was a rollicking 65-minute performance where the
audience laughed, cried, swore it was better than "Cats," and promised to see it again
andag~n.

The preview music by the Detroit Concert Brass Quintet was suitably momentous,
and Dean Lehman opened the program with
some jokes about "matinee performances"
and other such cinematic nonsenses
brought out by the theatrical but winterproof location. He noted that this was, in
fact, a sad occasion, and that he felt the
summer starters' grief and their pain. After all, the degree they had worked so hard
for, the certification oflawyerhood, was to
be denied them because they had yet to take
their finals. They were to be issued an
"l.O.U." which they could collect after
passing their exams.
The surreality of the event continued
with Student Senate President Susie
Wood's segment, entitled "Greeting." After Ms. Wood admitted she shared the same
confusion that we did about what exactly a
"Greeting" was supposed to be, she thanked
the summer starters on behalf of the rest of
the Law School for leading the way and

New Faculty
Continued from page 1
Review. He has worked at Paul, Weiss in
New York, and has served as a judicial clerk
in the Eastern District of New York. He
has already published three articles, including a piece in the Northwestern Law Review on shareholder derivative actions.
Jennifer Leigh Mnookin is currently
getting her Ph.D. from MIT in the History
and Social Study of Science and Technology. Prior to that she graduated at the top
of her class at Yale Law School, where she
was senior editor of the Law Journal. She
has published articles and conducted nu-

Graduating 3L Jeff King speaks to fellow Summer Starters of 1995

proving that people can and do survive
their first semester. However, summer
starters mainly hang with their own kind
- as most summer starters will readily admit. Dean Lehman announced this in his
introduction of Jeff King, the class member selected to make "Remarks," when he
celebrated the separateness, and innate superiority, of summer starters.
King opened his erudite and humorous comments by asking the audience to
"imagine a world without hypotheticals."
Mr. King reflected on his years as class
trouble-maker, admonished his classmates
to go forth and conquer, and brought a ruined pair of jeans from Service Day 1995
in a show- and-tell exercise to demonstrate
that, in fact, he hadn't learned anything in
law school- he still had no idea who to

sue to pay for the dry cleaning.
The Headnotes sang the alma mater
and then the faux graduates tromped in neat
alphabetical order, from Agay to
Winkelman, across the maize and blue
stage dressed in black gowns with juris
doctor-decorated sleeves, punctuated by
bursts of applause and cheers, where Susan Ecklund handed them their glowing
certificate of membership in the "Lawyer's
Club." There was a quick recessional,
some milling around in the lobby, and then
everyone headed out to a brief weekend
celebratory reprise before final exams.
Which, as you read this, they have
now completed. So, congratulations to the
graduating class of December 1997.

merous presentations in the fields of law
and technology and the law of evidence.
She has previously been a summer associate at Mayer, Brown and Platt in D.C., and
Cleary, Gottlieb in New York.
Douglas Lichtman graduated at the
top of his class at both Duke as an undergraduate, and from Yale Law School,
where he was a teaching fellow in Constitutional Law. He has published articles
related to patent law in the Harvard Journal of Law and Technology and the Minnesota Law Review. He has previously
practiced at Sonnenschein in Chicago, as
well as Jenner and Block in the same city.

Adam Pritchard is currently a visiting professor at Northwestern. Before that,
he served in the Office of General Counsel for the Securities Exchange Commission, and in the Office of the Solicitor
General. He has a laundry list of publications; a total of six law review articles related to topics such as securities law, forfeiture law, and law and economics. He
attended UVA Law School, where he
graduated second in his class of 378.
Current faculty seems optimistic
about Michigan's chances of getting some
of these young scholars.
•
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Affirmative Action suit ignites law school
By Lisa Dresner
RG Contributing Editor

"Affirmative action recognizes that
race ... impacts on a person's life and identity-who they are and where they're coming from." said Winnie Kao (lL). "We
have admissions policies that recognize
other aspects of a person's whole identity,
like geography, musical talent, athletic
ability, alumni relationships. To ignore
race in shaping who you are isn't realistic."
Kao is a member of one of the law
school's newest student groups-Law Students for Affirmative Action (LSAA)formed in response to the suit against the
Law School recently filed by the anti-affirmative action Center for Individual
Rights. Shortly after the lawsuit was announced, several basement groups
[NALSA, BLSA, LLSA, APALSA, Out
Laws, NLG, and the graduate group
SANGAM] drafted statements supporting
affirmative action and held a joint press
conference, which helped lead to LSAA's
formation. "The group was formed partly
around . . . the feeling that there were a
number of groups in the law school that
supported affirmative action, but there
wasn't any framework or organization in
place to better take advantage of that en-

Students discuss the lawsuit and affirmative action at a meetmg sponsored by Law
Students for Affirmative Action

ergy," said Kao.
LSAA is reaching out to other proaffirmative action groups on campus. On
January 29th, Kao chaired a spirited meeting sponsored by LSAA that invited representatives from several groups across
campus interested in actively supporting
affmnative action. Suggestions for joint
activities centered around education efforts and garnering positive media attention for the cause. Proposed activities for
the National Day of Action called on February 24th by Rev. Jesse Jackson included
a rally, invited speakers, symbols of protest such as ribbons or armbands, and perhaps a student strike.
Kao says she sees affirmative action
as protecting students from subtle discrimination. "There's still instances of
really blatant racism today," she said. "But
racism is often really subtle. Someone's
not going to come out and say that they're
discriminating because you're Black, or
you're Asian, or you're a woman, even
though that's their underlying motivation
. . . . Affmnative action uniquely recognizes that, that there's past and continuing institutionalized racism."
Several basement groups are crafting
their own responses to the suit. "BLSA
overwhelmingly supports the concept of
affirmative action, and we support the
University's admissions policies in terms
of their constitutionality and as a policy
matter. However, it is our view that the

University could do more to create diversity on all fronts in the Law School," said
Tony Miles (2L and Ph.D. student in History), a member of the Black Law Student
Alliance (BLSA).
"The basic thing BLSA is working on
is educating people in the Law School
community about the issue of affmnative
action," said Miles. "BLSA, together with
the Law School Student Senate (LSSS) and
the Dean's office, will present a series of
workshops on discrete aspects of affmnative action ... Additionally, BLSA has
supported the rallies and marches held in
conjunction with the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day celebration, and we continue to
participate in campus-wide student-led organizations responding to this issue . . .
I'm also working with Charlotte Johnson
[Director of the Law School's Office of
Academic Services], and I'm working with
Rackham Dean Earl Lewis in terms of
contributing to the campus-wide effort ...
And finally, BLSA, along with several
other groups, both at the Law School and
on campus, is in the process of producing
an amicus brief [in the lawsuit against the
College of Literature, Science, and the
Arts]."
Kevin Pimentel (2L), a member of the
Asian Pacific American Law Students
Association (APALSA), characterized the
group's position on affirmative action:
"We've been talking about it a lot ... trying to determine as a group what kind of
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as student groups respond to the lawsuit
stand to take on this issue ... and overwhelmingly, the members here support affmnative action ... because affmnative
action has benefited Asian Americans and
continues to benefit them. We want to
make it clear that we won't be used as a
wedge group by the majority against other
minorities." Added Kao, "The case of
Asians in law schools is .. . a field where
Asians are significantly underrepresented"
she noted.
Pimentel is concerned about public
misperceptions about affmnative action.
"There a perception that affirmative action
places caps on Asian American enrollment," he said. "'Ilris is due to specific civil
rights violations [at Berkeley, Harvard,
Brown, and other schools] in the 'eighties, and people draw the correlation between those actions and affirmative action
policies, but they are independent [actions]."
APALSA's work on the issue of affrrmative action included several press conferences and press statements last semester. Pimentel also noted that the group is
currently working on a position paper and
on a report to the administration on how
to deal with perceived problems with affmnative action. The group also has some
materials about affirmative action published on its Website.
"NALSA is definitely active in its
support of affmnative action," said Allie
Shlechter (lL), Co-Chair of the Native
American Law Students Association
(NALSA). ''There's five Native Ameri-

cans at the Law School who are registered
with a Federally-recognized tribe .... And
that's out of how many? ... That's a sad
fact, especially when you consider the fact
that Native Americans have the lowest incomes, lowest standards ofliving ... highest unemployment rate of any group, lowest number of people with a college education. So in terms of equality, we are suffering greatly," Shlechter said. "I think
it's really important that we find our place
in law, because I think it's only through
the law that we're going to be able to protect our culture, our land, and our sovereignty, which is constantly being attacked."
"What we're doing to promote diversity in the Law School is ... sponsoring a
mentorship program with the support of
Admissions, Academic Services, and Dean
Eklund's office," added Shlechter. "We
received 38 requests from Native American college and high school students to be
contacted by a law student willing to help
them with their questions about law school.
Currently, we're still seeking volunteers
for this program, and you don't have to be
Native American to volunteer." Shlechter
encouraged prospective volunteers to contact her at ashlecht@umich.edu.
Jodi Masley (lL), Co-President of the
Women Law Student Association (WLSA)
and a founding member ofLSAA, detailed
WLSA's position on affirmative action:
''What we have now is a very strong provisional statement in support of affmnative action. We ... need to get the mes-

sage out there that women benefit very
much from affmnative action and stand to
lose a great deal were the defense side in
the lawsuit to be defeated."
In their statement to the press following the institution of the lawsuit, the Latino
Law Students Association (LLSA) voiced
its support for affmnative action as follows: ''The Latino Law Students Association (LLSA) at the University of Michigan supports affmnative action . . . . Recently enacted laws . . . illustrate efforts to
deny benefits, rights, and opportunities to
Latinos "and other immigrant groups, even
as legal residents of the United States.
These current attacks, as well as the historic inaccessibility to positions of power,
continue to leave Latinos and other people
of color underrepresented in the institutions that have the most influence on the
social and economic conditions in which
we live .... Affmnative action serves to
acknowledge the fact that, as far as obtaining entrance to these institutions, we do
not live in a color-blind society. Therefore, we cannot provide equal opportunities for social and economic advancement
by instituting policies aimed at color-blindness."
Common to all the groups interviewed
was a sense that their reaction to the suit
against the Law School might provide an
important milestone in the history of affmnative action. "People are really looking to the University of Michigan, and we
have the opportunity to set the tone," said
Kao.

•
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Using Architecture for Students
by Eric Ciccoretti
Admirers of the Law School marvel at its architecture. But good architecture
is not simply creating fine buildings, it is using buildings well. When law students want
to eat their lunches or have a cup of coffee while reading a casebook or chatting with
friends, they should not have to do so in the dim, antiseptic environment offered by the
Pendaflex Lounge or the Bad Coffee Cafe. A lounge at the University of Michigan where the winter sun is rarely seen- should offer the chance to look out the window at
whatever daylight there is. As far as students are concerned, the administratiQn practices lousy architecture; it does not use its buildings well.
Compare the experience William W. Cook imagined law students would have
when they sat down for lunch to what law students actually do have in the basement of
Hutchins Hall and Legal Research. Where the Lawyer's Club dining hall offers lofty,
wood-beamed ceilings and tall, tracery windows with stained glass, the basement lounges
have humming fluorescent lights and carpeted walls. Just because a student commutes
or frugally packs her own lunch does not mean that she should be relegated to the basement like a troglodyte.
If Cook heard about the paltry conditions of the basement lounges, he would
fire off a telegram and a check to Dean Lehman demanding an upgrade. (Such a telegram may come as news to the faculty and administration. In two years, I have only
seen two professors in the basement of Hutchins: one was lost -I gave him directions.)
We fear changing inspiring architecture. Notice Birkerts' library addition, or
rather, notice how you are not supposed to notice it. The addition exemplified the attitude that the architecture of the law school is to be so revered as to be unchanged.
But, unchanged is unadaptable. The use of the law school's buildings have not
kept up with the change in the life of the typical student. When Cook turned over a part
of his New York fortune to create this law school, he imagined a community of young
men whose entire day could be contained in the Law Quad: a lecture in Hutchins Hall in
the morning, studying in the Reading Room at night, dinner in the Quad dining room,
followed by some more studying In light of how much the student body has changed
from Cook's early-century conceptions the use of the Law Quad's architecture has
changed amazingly little.
While the administration has showed some sense of being able to adapt the
Law School's architecture in its renovation of the Reading Room to create faculty and
admissions offices from the little-used aisles, the administration needs to honor Cook
by thinking about how its decisions affect students. Before it decides what to build on
the other side of Monroe, it needs to provide for the students it has now. Before it
upgrades the quantity and quality of its computer lab, it needs to upgrade the student
lounges. Or better yet, needs to bring the student lounges out of the darkness and into
the light.
Room 150 is a good candidate for a new student lounge. As a lecture room it is
useless. More students complain about it than professors do only because there are
more of us. It sits - perhaps symbolically - two levels below the Faculty Lounge.
But, Room 150 is well adapted for a lounge. First and foremost, Room 150 is
above ground. It has windows that open to light and air. It has a southern exposure. A
renovation would not effect any exterior architecture. A lounge in Room 150 could be
a human place for students to relax, have a cup of coffee, study, chat about law or
nothing at all. Cook would have had nothing less for Michigan Law students.

•

The lender that helps
you bring order to
a ll your law students'
financial needs.

Finding the right financing for your law students
doesn't have to be a trial. Not when you rely on
Key Education

Resources~

We offer a full range of

education financing products, making it easy to
help students earn their degrees. Call our School
Administrator Hotline today. We're certain you'll
return a favorable verdict.

1-800-540-1855
www.keybank.com/educate

Education

Resources

8

Tlte .Res Gestae

•

February n, 19')8

3Seco

The Bruce Manning Effect
By Bruce Manning
RG Contributing EditDr

It has been said that "necessity is the
mother of invention," which I think means
that the necessity of paying onct' s rent and
tuition bills causes students to seek inventive ways for getting a summer job. The
old-fashioned way for getting a summer
job involves a lot of writing, signing, folding, stuffing, stamping, ass-kissing, and
praying.
A second method for securing employment is by playing the schmooze
game. You know, calling
up the father of the friend
of the ex-girlfriend of the
ex-boyfriend of the woman
you had coffee with three
times four winters ago and
begging for a good word
on your behalf to the hiring attorney of Super Huge
Law Firm where you hope
to work.
Now, I've had the
pleasure, since setting foot
on these shores five
months ago, of meeting
some very innovative and creative people
who have applied their significant brain
power to adjusting the poor odds of success in their favor.
I know a bunch of people who have created a database and mail-merge system for
producing cover letters with greater speed
and precision. I know a few people who
have had expensive rubber stamps made
of their signature to ease the signing process. And I know one fellow who attached
his database to his signature machine to
his envelope folding and stuffing machine
to his robot that brought letters to the mailbox for him!
I have heard a rumor of an especially pre-

cocious IL who asked the policeman who
pulled her over for speeding if he had any
connections at the District Attorney's office of which she could avail herself. All
of these actions can improve your summer employment potential.
For me, a third method of improving
my chances, although generally frowned
upon, was my only option (laziness,
unhipness, and technological ineptitude
precluding any method discussed above):
bald-faced lies on the resume. What, I
thought, is the real difference between
"IL" and "2L?" I mean, would anyone

right resume fabrication, I would work to
create a need for myself in the places I
wanted to work. I would invent the necessity forme. I would try, through shrewd
advertising, product placement, and celebrity end9rsement, to make people think that
they are incomplete without a Bruce Manning in their office, whether or not that is
the case (it most certainly is not).
To that end, I phoned up the places I
wanted to work and asked to speak to
Bruce Manning. When they said, ''There's
no Bruce Manning here," I replied, "Well,
I can see now that I don't want to bring
my multimillion-dollar business to you!" I stopped partners on the street and asked
them, in a casual yet condescending manner, what their
position on the latest developments in Bruce Manning
law were. I sent out mass emailings that cryptically alluded to my power and importance. Corporations, law
fmns,judges, and public service employers received
press
announcements
hyping the "Bruce Manning
Effect." With simple manipulation of the
military-industrial-entertainment-news
complex, Newsweek included me on the
"trends in business" page with a big green
thumbs-up icon next to my photo.
Before I knew it, the market was supporting my asking price of$52,500 a week,
with incentive bonuses for showing up on
time and being dressed properly. Yes, I
have
completed
the
ultimate
commodification of myself, I'm now a
Beanie Baby, and expect to be more than
gainfully employed come mid-May. Buy
my action figure at a toy store near you ..

With simple manipulation of the military-industrial-entertainment-news
complex, Newsweek included me on
the "trends in business" page with a
big green thumbs-up icon next to my
photo.
really care or notice if I moved up my
graduation date? And, there's always the
old standby, "My transcript won't be ready
until next July and I have no writing
sample available for you because my Legal Practice memo has been selected by
the Yale Law Review for publication and
they have all available copies."
But then, I realized my best summer
employment strategy. While it may be true
that "necessity is the mother of invention,"
I have realized that in today's commercialized society, it is more true that "invention is the mother of necessity." Instead
of six hundred cover letters ... in place of
Schmooze Fest '98 ... rather than out-

•
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Alex, I'll take "Things trashier than Jerry Springer" for $400.
By Rebekah Harvey
RG Managing Editor and
Lineswoman of Fine Culture

[Editors Note: Read the following article
at your own risk. While this editor must
admit to a brief career recreating with a
band originally known as the Warlocks,
and perhaps that might cause others to
question her musical tastes, this editor
must warn you that your time would be
better spent coloring in Legal lAd than
reading further about the Spice Girls.]
[Editor 2s Counter-Note: Variety is the
Spice of life. Spoken to Jerry lately?]
My world came to a crashing halt last
Memorial Day as I sat at the McMenamins
on Hawthorne and read the June 1997 Spin
magazine. The lead singer of Pavement,
Stephen Malkamus, my god, philosopher
and hero, defended the Spice Girls in a national publication. It killed me - how could
the most thoughtful, brilliant musician on
the planet say nice things about the most
vapid, vacuous creation since the invention of the vacuum?
So, out of deference to Malkamus, I'll
review their album, but I draw the line- I
will not purchase the album. I just can't.
So, I put on a big hat, sunglasses, dark
clothes, and snuck into the Border's on
State and listened to the album. It wasn't
that bad, in the same way tha~ when you
go get a tetanus shot, you assume it will
be so painful that you are actually pleasantly surprised - it still hurt, but it was
nowhere near as awful as you thought.
But it's all sort of relative. Evaluating
the album for its musical content is like
rating a Jerry Springer episode by the educational levels of his guests. You can do
it, but you'd be missing the point- it is simply not relevant to the production's existence.
And, the Spice Girls are a production,
not a music group. They have personas to
make them distinct (as if there not just a
group of nearly identical uneducated, oversiliconed, underfed (except for Emma),
former strip .. . oops ... Exotic Dancers
with lower class British accents). The
Spice Girls are Strangely-Masculine Spice

(Mel C), Every-Teen-AgeBoy-Has-Seen-Me-NakedOn-The-Internet Spice
(Geri- we'll call her Porno
Spice, for short), Pudgy
Spice (Emma), I'rn-SoWannabe-Hardcore-IHave-My-Tongue-Pierced
Spice (Mel B- we'll call her
Oral Spice) and MidPriced-Hooker
Spice
(Victoria).
You can'tjust listen to
the music. You ha~e to visualize each as a video. It's
more to the point to listen
to the songs and imagine
the girls prancing around,
blowing kisses, and trying
so hard to fit into the image
they have of what an adult woman should
act like when on national television. Actually, a more interesting image is to imagine them sitting around trying to write the
lyrics to the songs- Porno Spice trying so
hard to describe herself in her line and
having to have it rhyme with "vamp."
The Spice Girls claim they write their
own lyrics. Ironically, I believe them. I can
totally see Pudgy Spice furrowing her little
brow and coming up with such creative
lyrics as:
"Corne on and do it, It's time to free
what's in your soul,
You gotta get it right, this time,
Corne on freak and lose control.
You might do the wrong thing for the
right reason,
Don'tjust do the right thing to be
pleasing."
And, only someone as uneducated as
Strangely Masculine Spice would think
that an album intended for international
consumption will go over really well with
lines like "Yellow men in Tunbuctu."
Anyhow, Oral Spice can actually sing.
And, Mid-Priced-Hooker Spice and Porno
Spice are tolerable, musically. But,
Strangely-Masculine Spice sounds like an
elephant in labor.
So, parts of the album aren'tthat bad.
I can say that some of the stuff is a tad

catchy, which I think the Girls would consider an extreme compliment. They're just
so garish and tacky. It's almost embarrassing. But, you can't help but look. It's kind
of like passing a car accident on the freeway- it's vulgar and disgusting but you
still slow down and look. In the end I guess
it's like what Fiona "I can crawl around in
my underwear, too" Apple said on M1Vit's like going to Graceland and seeing the
most tacky things in the world and there's
no apology for it, they really think they're
cool and they're doing what they think is
really neat. They are like Springer's
guests-they don't know any better.
I guess what pisses me off the most is
this absurd notion offeminisrn. Even if the
album was amazing musically (just speaking hypothetically, of course-Eels.), they
just don't say anything which means anything to me. They dance around and frolic
and play like they are so liberated from
social norms and sexism but they aren't
transcending these boundaries because
they are incapable of doing anything else;
they're in a parallel universe to which I
lack the ability to comprehend or appreciate. I guess girl power becomes sort of
meaningless when you are a woman.
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I love it! As the world's first
law student-superhero, I'm
setting a new precedent... a
new definition for "fi~:Jback"!
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The Aftermath of an
Advanced Legal Research project

BAR REVIEW

BAR/BRI Bar Review will hold a lecture at University of Michigan Law School
; in preparation for the March 13. 1998 Multistate Professiona l Responsibility
Exam on the following date.

Saturday, February 21

1 pm- 5 pm

Class will be held at
University of Michigan Law School
Room 150
For other dates and locations in Michigan, please call the Michigan
BAR/BRI office at (800) 245-3926.

Next class, Remedial Reshelving of
Legal Books?
BAR/BRI enrollees will receive software and a book including a
comprehensive outline, practice questions and a final review mini
outline. MATERIALS Will NOT BE SHIPPED TO INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS.

You may pick up the book and software before the
lecture on February 21 . Be sure to arrive 15 to 30
minutes early.

The Res Gestae

Larry is away. Don't even think
about looking for him. Don't think he
is, like, tied up in the basement at my
house, because he isn't. And don't think,
like, if he was being flagellated and verbally tormented while being poked with
sharp objects that anyone could do anything about it, because my phone number is unlisted and my mother won't
even give my address to our first cousins living in West Virginia. And don't
think I can't write as a good a column
as Lee-aairry. Big deal, you harp on
some stuff in the paper, make some
sexual innuendoes, and when you run
out of material, make personal attacks
on people who dress as clowns to make
a living-decent working people.
News. Okay, the news. This Ted
Kaczynski guy-tries to hang himself
with his underwear? And so he's crazy?
Big deal, I got a dozen relatives more
psychotic than him. And what's with his
sister, Monica ... I told her not to hang
out with that acid-freak-transvestite and
now there's trouble? Hmmmmm. And
I'm gonna say this once: I'll come into
your little swarthy smarmy law school
classes and kick all your asses ifl don't
see some McDonald's food being consumed in massive quantities.
These World Trade Center guys who
stole a million dollars. Instead of leaving town-busted eating lentil soup at
an elderly neighbor's house. Stupid
schmucks- should have been dining
on a Le Royale avec du Fromage in
Paris. Maybe they tried to get a flight
out of the country, but admitted being
approached by strangers and carrying
unknown items in their baggage. I just
lie when they ask me.
And don't forget to eat at
McDonald's. Empirical scientific fact:
eating our Chicken McNuggets supplies
your entire week's worth of micro-nutrients, satisfies USDA minimum requirements for the all-important saturated-fat food group, helps avoid brain
tumors and stuff like that. They only
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taste like they've sat in
grease for fifty million years, but really it's been under
two minutes.
So, like ,
whatever
.. . eat

staff emphasizes
that McDonald's assertion about brain tumors is technically
true, however, only because people subsisting
upon an exclusive diet of
McDonald's victuals die from
heart disease or hardened arteries before a tumor has time
to take hold] .
Recalling Ho-Ho's? 'Cause of
a little asbestos? That would be like recalling McDonald's hamburgers because
they found some meat in them. It adds flavor, no, crunchiness- you bunch of
wimpy whining sniveling swine. Get a
Life. And I better see your sorry pus' at
McDonald's hamburgers, buying a lot of
fries, or I'll be at your mother's house and
kick her ass, and her dog Fee Fee or Foo
Fee, whatever the hell that mutt's name ...
I'll throw the thing off the roof and no one
will know for better. So eat some goddamn fries or I'll kick your ass.
Burger Wars or Who's Number
One. And yes, your pal Ron went to the
Rose Bowl. Awesome dude. Watching
mid-western ticket holders mull over
propositions from wiley California scalpers: "I'll give you $700 for your ticket. . . "
Meanwhile, rumors flying that most of
Washington's coaching staff and several
offensive linemen had scalped their passes
for $1200 and were last seen at an airport
strip bar on Century Boulevard.
I offered one scalper $20 (cash) for a
ticket, plus a bag of stale McMufflns from
my New Year's Eve party. He told me to
"get real." I told him I was his biological
father, and explained that I had met his
mother after Picasso tossed her out of his
flat because she was even too ugly for him.

me a rednosedfloppy-assedbaffoon. Then I put
my cigarette out using
his head as an ashtray. He
started yelling for help and
his baby blankee ...
My personal highlight: I
dressed up as Jack, that swollenheaded moron Jack-in-the-Box
dunce, made buddies with a group of
tail-gating Washington State alumni
who were in a drunken stupor, doused
them with lighter fluid and lit them up
using my Camel Filter cigarette lighter.
Some pain-in-the-ass innocent bystanders notified security and put out the
flames.
My red-tipped nose is bigger and
more full of buggers than ever. My third
relapse of the flu, originating from those
snot-nosed germ-infested acne-meisters
at Wendy's. I didn't get a flu shot, but I
have made an appointment with my
proctologist, Mr. Starr, and I'm gonna
get me immunity, much as I hate
needles. I just hope they don't give it to
me in the butt-area. Let this be a lesson
to you smart-ass law students- eat at
McDonald's or the toilet gods will kick
your ass.

•

[Confused? So were we. As far as we
can tell, Larry was last seen a few weeks
ago entering a Burger King in the Detroit Area. The column was brought by
a man in a trenchcoat with big shoes and
a ski mask, muttering that Larry had
"learned his lesson." Stay tuned, gentle
readers.-Eds.]
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by Rick Lee
Law students and professors say some funny things. The following are real quotes from members of our law school community. If you
find any of them offensive, tell Kris Lenart (or tell Rick, or keep it to yourse1f-Eds.)
"You can hurt me, but you'll have to pay me."
-Prof. S. Croley, explaining property and liability rules

"If you see me reading Shapo, punch me in the head.. .lfyou catch me reading
-1L expressing appreciation for Legal Practice text IJooks

~dick,

kick me in the nuts." .

"Some say our American Government is like a layer cake ...three layers, each having a different function. I doubt that this has ever
been true...I'd say it's more like a marble cake.'
-Prof. T. Sandalow, Constitutional Law
•·
..
"I can spend two-thirds of my time studying and end up depressed about my ~es. Or, I can spend all my time studying and end up
depressed about my life...Clinical depression in exchange for an 'N ...sounds fair."
-Overheard in Sub-2
"DQ you type up our Bar applications?"
.
-3L prompting the wrath of Martha Cole (Recorder's Office, 300 Hutchins Hall)
.•

"Where are the local_prostitutes?"
-1 L to a county Public Defender
"I'm still learning the English alphabet."
-Wue guy Filipino student reacting to a professor's critique of his penmanship

"If Steve [Croley] weren't cute like Tom Cruise, he'd be DavidAman.''
-Law Professor chatting with a summer 1L

Please send overheard quotes to rmlee@umich.edu.

2Q Interviews: The Quickie Interviews of Busy Law Professors
Interviewer: Rick Lee

This week's first guest . .. Professor Yale Kamisar
Rick: "Did you really break a student's eyeglasses by throwing a book at him?"
Kamisar: "I did break the student's eyeglasses, but he wasn't wearing them- they were not on his face. He had taken them off and put
them on his desk. I aimed my throw at liis desk (I think it was a side arm throw), but I didn't see the glasses. I wasn't mad at the student;
I was just trying to make a point. A state court had indicated that if you throw a beer mug in the general direction of a person and the beer
mug hits the person and causes her death, you are guilty of murder. I thought this was quite excessive. E.g., what if you throw a big
snowball or iceball at someone and cause tier death'?
I figured a book was about the same weight as a heavy beer mug. So I said to the student something like: 'You mean if I throw a
book in your general direction and it glances off your forehead and your head snaps back and the student Sitting behind you accidentally
stabs you in the back of your neck with his _P.en and you die, I'm guilty of MURDER? Manslaughter, maybe. But MURDER?'
Well, the student soon presented me with a bill for $95 - and that turned out to be a substantial deterrent.''
Rick: "How many times do you say, 'Goddamit,' during an average lecture?"
Kamisar: "I wouldn't say that I deliver 'lectures' in Criminal Law. I would say, rather, that I run a radio talk show -something like the
old Arthur Godfrey radio program. I probably say 'Goddamit' two or three times an hour. But I would bet I say, 'Therefore? Therefore
what?' about four or five times an hour. I should say 'well done' or 'good answer' much more often than I do.''

Our final guest of the week ... Prof. Steve Croley
Rick: "I hear that you're quite a good boxer. If you and Prof. Bill Miller got into a fist fight who would win?"
Croley: "Well, I was once a reasonably decent boxer (my career record was 2-0), but I'm out of practice. I'd never get into a fist fight
with Bill Miller, first because we are good friends, and second because he can run so much faster than me that I'd never be able to catch
him to whip him."
Rick: "Do you still get carded at bars? ...How about rated-R movies?...Ever have trouble getting onto Disneyland rides?"
Croley: "I'm a regular at the only 'bar' I frequent, so no (at bars). I never _get requests for ID at R-rated movies. But I sometimes get
carded at the grocery store checlC-out. A few times very recently, when I didn't have my license, I talked perfect strangers into buymg
beer for me."
[Editor's note: Notice how he avoided the amusement ride question ....]
Bonus 9.uestion
Rick: A number of law students say that you look like Tom Cruise. Does this objectification of your outer beauty hurt your inner
~rofessor?"

Croley: "Well, I've never really seen the comparison (nor has my wife, as she often reminds me). I'm sure, though, that I could take him
in a fist fight. I'm still searching for my inner professor... .''
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